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NAPLES, Italy — By con-
gressional order, the Defense
Department’s Inspector Gener-
al is quietly gauging the effec-
tiveness of absentee voting
practices at military bases
overseas.

Though the office examined
overseas voting last year, the
new study marks the first time
a survey has been required by
law. The plan is a result of Con-
gress’s resolve to avoid ballot-
ing brouhaha of the type the
nation endured during the last
presidential election.

“This is the first year the re-
port has been done under
law,” said Steven Anthony, a
spokesman at IG headquarters
in Arlington, Va. “We did a re-
port at the request of the secre-
tary of defense immediately
following the elections in
2000.”

On Friday, a team wound up
a week of sessions with more
than 100 sailors, officers and
family members stationed in
Naples. The sessions were
closed to reporters and even to
base authorities who weren’t
participants.

“They are being very secre-
tive,” acknowledged Peter Kat-
son, who works as the Navy’s
IG liaison in Naples. Katson
said the base was merely
asked to aid the IG in setting
up the sessions, which includ-
ed about 20 panelists at a time.

“They wanted a representa-
tive cross section of all the per-
sonnel assigned to this loca-
tion,” Katson said.

Senior Chief Petty Officer
James Slater, base spokes-
man, said government civilian
employees were not included
in the discussions.

Anthony said the plan is glo-
bal and just beginning and

sites will include ships. Antho-
ny declined, however, to give
specifics on the length of the
study or the bases that would
be included. The Defense Au-
thorization Act for 2002, which
ordered the canvassing, speci-
fied that visits would be unan-
nounced.

The IG will not discuss its
findings so far, but will wait
until its final report is finished.
Katson said the reason for the
hush is not secrecy for its own
sake, but rather a desire to
keep the final report from
being compromised or influ-
enced.

Anthony said that, in the
end, the report may not even
peg any problems.

Last year’s Defense-ordered
study included a total of 1,267
people, one-third of whom said
they were confused about the
absentee voting process. As a
result, the IG recommended

the military improve oversight
of its voting programs, make
them more consistent across
the Defense Department and
to educate its voters. The
study also asked the military
to work with individual states
to standardize overseas voting
processes and technology, and
asked the military to draw up
rules for voting assistance of-
ficers for ships, submarines
and remote units.

Overseas ballots became a
partisan issue in the Florida
ballot-counting standoff be-
tween George W. Bush and Al
Gore two years ago. The
House Armed Services Com-
mittee was, in the words of its
own report, “deeply disap-
pointed that military absentee
voters were not offered consis-
tently high quality voting infor-
mation and assistance during
the 2000 election.”
E-mail Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY PETER W. MAYER

The Associated Press

SAN GIULIANO DI PUGLIA, Italy —
The earthquake that toppled a school in
this tiny Italian mountain village killed
the entire first-grade class. Hopes that
more survivors might be found in the rub-
ble faded Friday as the total death toll
climbed to 29.

Emergency crews grimly sifted
through the debris of Thursday’s quake,
using cranes, sledgehammers, blowtorch-
es and their bare hands. As they worked,
the south-central Molise region was jolted
by several aftershocks, including one with
a preliminary magnitude of 5.3 — nearly
as powerful as the 5.4 quake that de-
stroyed the school, officials said.

The new quakes caused at least three in-
juries and sent panicked residents into the
streets, where many were treated for
shock. It was not clear if any buildings

were damaged. As a precaution, authori-
ties ordered all remaining residents of the
town to evacuate, state TV reported.

Just before dawn, a 9-year-old boy
named Angelo was rescued from the
school, police said, the last survivor of
Thursday’s quake.

Rescuers pulled several more bodies
out later Friday, including two they mis-
takenly believed were alive.

Fire Chief Mario Morcone said the final
death toll was 29, including 26 children
and one teacher in the school and two eld-
erly women who were killed when their
homes collapsed.

A rescue worker said most of the older
children were crushed at their desks as
the roof crashed down upon them.

The quake struck the Campobasso area,
50 miles northeast of Naples, at 11:33 a.m.
on Thursday. San Giuliano di Puglia, a vil-
lage of 1,195 people, was hardest hit.

There were 56 pupils, four teachers and
two janitors in the school at the time, offi-
cials said. Some of the children were gath-
ered in the garden to celebrate Halloween.

A little girl named Lilia told Italian tele-
vision from her hospital bed that the chil-
dren were drawing pictures of Pinocchio
and getting ready for their Halloween
party when the quake struck.

Hope fades as death toll in Italy earthquake rises to 29

Congress orders study of military absentee voting

AP

Rescuers remove the body of a teacher
from the rubble after a quake hit San
Giuliano Di Puglia, Italy, on Friday.
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Japan appeals order
Japan’s government has ap-

pealed an Oct. 16 Yokohama Dis-
trict Court ruling that it pay 2.74
billion yen, or $23 million, to resi-
dents living near Atsugi Naval
Air Facility.

In an appeal filed Tuesday,
the government protested the
lower allowable noise limits the
Yokohama court ordered. It also
objected to the Yokohama
court’s ruling that people who
moved near the air base recent-
ly — and who therefore should
have known of the noise levels
— be included in the award.

Eleven residents excluded
from the court-ordered payment
also appealed. The court had
ruled they didn’t qualify for com-
pensation because they live in a
semi-industrial area.

Other Atsugi-area residents
plan to ask the government to
withdraw the appeal to the
Tokyo High Court.

Command change
SEOUL — Lt. Gen. Oh Hyun-

gu took command of the Com-
bined Aviation Force on Mon-
day during a change-of-com-
mand ceremony at Incheon
Base.

Oh replaces Lt. Gen. Kim Hee-
joong, who retired.

Oh’s wartime mission is to
lead U.S. and South Korean avia-
tion forces under the combined
command, assisted by his depu-
ty, Col. Ann F. Macdonald, 17th
Aviation Brigade commander.

Macdonald brought a 60-sol-
dier formation to the ceremony
to pay respect to Kim and wel-
come Oh, said brigade officials.

Dance festival begins
SEOUL — The 12th annual

Korea-Japan Dance Festival
will be held at Theater Zero,
near Hongik University, from
Saturday to Wednesday.

The festival features dancers
from the two nations, and perfor-
mances start at 7:30 p.m. night-
ly.

Tickets are 15,000 won (about
$12.50). For more information,
Korean speakers can call the the-
ater at 338-9240.

From staff reports
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BY FRANKLIN FISHER
Stars and Stripes

South Korea’s national leg-
islature Wednesday ap-
proved a landmark accord in
which the U.S. military will
shrink the space its occupies
in South Korea by more than
half.

The United States will
hand back thousands of acres
of land and close many instal-
lations under the accord,
called the Land Partnership
Plan (LPP).

It runs through 2011.
It calls for no cuts in U.S.

troop strength in South
Korea, which stands at
37,000.

The National Assembly’s
ratification vote clears the
way for far-reaching changes
for the U.S. military presence
in South Korea and for the
Asian country’s economic de-
velopment.

In March, representatives
of South Korea’s Ministry of
National Defense and U.S.
Forces Korea signed the LPP
agreement. But the legisla-
ture’s ratification gives the
LPP the legal status of an in-
ternational agreement.

“It was not final until rati-
fied,” said Robert T. Mounts,
special assistant for interna-
tional relations, United States
SOFA secretary, in Seoul.

“It allows us to begin imple-
menting the agreement and
provides a broad basis of polit-
ical and legal support for the
agreement,” Mounts said.

“It will take 10 years of fair-
ly intense project manage-
ment to ensure that it’s imple-
mented according to its
terms,” he said.

Said Army Col. Daniel Wil-
son, USFK’s chief engineer:
“As I like to tell everybody,
what’s next is the hard part;
the easy part is past us.”

Both sides will have to
work out an updated timeta-

ble and procedures for carry-
ing out the plan, said Wilson.

“Then, internally, we’ve
got a lot of master planning ef-
forts going on that will trans-
late this agreement, this plan,
into a concrete action plan on
the ground,” he said.

The plan calls for the num-
ber of major U.S. installations
to drop from 41 to 23. To ac-
complish this, the military
will close or partially close
some sites, while enlarging or
creating other installations.
The United States has 95 sites
in South Korea.

About 32,000 acres of land
valued at $1.3 billion will re-
turn to South Korea, reducing
the U.S. military’s “footprint”
on the peninsula by more
than 50 percent.

South Korea, in turn, is to
give the U.S. military about
1,270 acres to create addition-
al room for the troops and
equipment that would move
to the remaining installations.

No site will be closed or
land returned until new land
and facilities are ready for oc-
cupancy by U.S. forces.

The United States expects
to invest $1.1 billion over the
life of the plan to improve liv-
ing and working conditions
on its remaining installations.

“LPP will greatly benefit
the ROK economy because
there is a significant amount
of land being returned that
can potentially be used for
commercial development,”
USFK said in a written state-
ment that quoted Army Gen.
Leon J. LaPorte, commander
of U.S. forces in South Korea.

It’s also expected to yield
economic gains and job oppor-
tunities through construction
in areas USFK will return to
South Korea, and on installa-
tions where U.S. forces will
move under consolidation,
the statement said.

“The consolidation of our
installations will also result in

less congestion, pollution and
traffic in many communities
throughout Korea,” LaPorte
was quoted as saying, “and
should also reduce the chanc-
es of military vehicles being
involved in traffic accidents.”

The plan also opens the
way for what the U.S. mili-
tary says will be improved
training, and more-effective
command and control of U.S.
forces.

The LPP permits joint U.S.
use of 36 South Korean train-
ing ranges, many of which it
already uses. And it frees the
United States to set up safety
zones around parts of installa-
tions where explosives or
other military activities
might pose hazards.

“We think the agreement is
very much valuable to us in
several respects,” said Kim
Chang-boem of the Korean
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Trade.

Some installations are in
the heart of urban centers.
Some in the South Korean
public have come to view
those sites as a barrier to fur-
ther urban development.

Those include Camp Hiale-
ah in Pusan, a part of Camp
Walker in Taegu, Camp Page
in Chunchon and Camp Mar-
ket in Incheon, Kim said.

Given the cities’ rapid
growth, Kim said, they’ve
come to view the bases as im-
peding the “urban redevelop-
ment which the local commu-
nities anxiously looked for-
ward to.”

Relocating or closing those
in-city bases would help ease
those cities’ long-standing
complaints about the U.S. mil-
itary, Kim said.

“And,” he added, it also
hopefully would “help lessen
the potential tension between
the neighboring community
and the USFK bases.”
E-mail Franklin Fisher at:
fisherf@pstripes.osd.mil

S. Korea finalizes
U.S. land-return plan
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BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Air Force has
quietly dispatched special climate-con-
trolled shelters for B-2 stealth bombers to
air bases in England and the Indian Ocean
island of Diego Garcia, Air Force officials
said Thursday.

It is widely expected that if President
Bush decides to use military force to dis-
arm Iraq’s Saddam Hussein, B-2 bombers
will feature prominently in the air cam-
paign.

They could operate from their home
base in Missouri, but the Air Force would
prefer they fly from “forward operating lo-
cations” — Diego Garcia and England’s
Royal Air Force base at Fairford. They
also could operate from the Pacific island
of Guam.

Although B-2s, which cost $2 billion
apiece, flew combat missions in the 1999
Kosovo air war and in the early weeks of
the Afghanistan war last fall, they have
never operated from an overseas base,
other than in training exercises.

The reason they have operated exclu-
sively from Whiteman Air Force Base,
Mo., is that maintenance work on the spe-
cial coatings and fabric that give the B-2 its
radar-evading capability must be done in a
controlled climate.

New aluminum-trussed shelters manu-
factured by American Spaceframes Fabri-
cators Inc., of Crystal River, Fla., were re-
cently delivered to the Air Force and then
dispatched to Diego Garcia and Fairford in
anticipation of possible B-2 deployments
in Iraq. All the B-2s are still at Whiteman.

The shipment of the shelters was not an-
nounced by the Air Force but was men-
tioned in a fact sheet that officials provid-
ed to reporters who visited Whiteman Air
Force Base on Wednesday.

Officials declined to discuss it, apparent-
ly because of sensitivities over moves that
suggest preparation for a war against Iraq.

U.S. officials had said weeks ago that
they were in dicussions with the British
government over deploying B-2 shelters to
Diego Garcia and Fairford, but it was not
clear when the shelters would be erected
there.

All 21 B-2s in the Air Force fleet are in
the 509th Bomb Wing at Whiteman.

The Air Force has five B-2 shelters.
Four are at Diego Garcia and one is at Fair-
ford. They cost $2.5 million piece.

The shelters are 250 feet wide, 126 feet
long and 55 feet high with an interior vol-
ume of 1.1 million cubic feet. They are de-
signed to withstand a 110 mph wind and a
snow burden of 40 pounds per square inch.

Iraq: Attackers will be ‘sent to hell’

BY BARRY SCHWEID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.N. action on
Iraq will be delayed beyond next
week’s U.S. midterm elections as the
Bush administration, in a bid for
French and Russian support, revises its
resolution calling for new weapons in-
spections.

A senior U.S. official said Thursday
that the changes would reflect the
views of Russia and France without al-
tering the tough provisions demanded
by the United States and Britain.

These include declaring Iraq in “ma-
terial breach” of its obligations under
previous U.N. resolutions that ordered
Baghdad to destroy its weapons of
mass destruction and warning Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein that if he fails to
get rid of such weapons, Iraq would suf-
fer “serious consequences” — a diplo-
matic way of threatening war.

President Bush leveled the threat
again Friday as he campaigned for Re-
publican candidates in Harrisburg, Pa.

Varying a now-familiar speech slight-
ly, Bush called Saddam a threat to
America and said the United Nations
risked becoming nothing more than a
“debating society” if it failed to get
tough with Iraq.

Russia and France object to threaten-
ing Iraq and want to defer U.N. action
until international inspectors return to
Iraq after a lapse of four years.

Secretary of State Colin Powell dis-
cussed the U.S. strategy by telephone
with Foreign Ministers Igor Ivanov of
Russia and Dominique de Villepin of
France.

On Friday, Russia’s Interfax news
agency quoted Ivanov as saying the
members of the U.N. Security Council
have made significant progress on a res-
olution.

“In the last few days, we have suc-
ceeded in bringing the approaches of
the five permanent members of the
U.N. Security Council … closer,”
Ivanov said.

Russia, however, still insists the draft
resolution gives no one the right to use
force, Ivanov said.

Revising the resolution could take a
day or two, after which diplomats who
have been negotiating at the United Na-
tions for seven weeks would consult
their capitals, said the official, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

That means consideration of a resolu-
tion would spill over into next week,
with a vote probably not until midweek
or even later, the official said.

The political effect would be that
President Bush will be able to hold
back on announcing whether he in-
tends to go to war with Iraq — a poten-
tially explosive issue — until after Tues-
day’s congressional and gubernatorial
elections.

U.S. preparing new Iraq resolution Air Force sends B-2
shelters to England

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Saddam Hus-
sein’s deputy warned Americans on Fri-
day they would be “sent to hell” if they
attack Iraq.

Vice President Taha Yassin Ra-
madan also called on the U.N. Security
Council to prevent the United States
from pushing through a tougher resolu-
tion about Iraq’s weapons programs,
seen by critics as an automatic green
light to attack.

“The aggressors will be sent to hell if
they attack Iraq,” Ramadan told report-
ers.

He called on Russia, China and
France, all three veto-holding Security
Council members, to reject the
U.S.-sponsored draft resolution that
threatens Iraq with “serious conse-
quences” if it does not allow U.N. weap-
ons inspectors unhindered work when
they return to Iraq.

“There is no need for a new resolu-
tion,” Ramadan said.

The United States does not want the
inspectors to return, Ramadan said.

Instead, “it wants either that Iraq re-
fuses the formula proposed by the U.S.
administration so it can say that Iraq is
not complying with U.N. resolutions, or
that the inspectors come with obstacles
that prevent them from performing
their job properly,” he said.

The Bush administration wants the
Council to support a resolution that
strengthens inspections, warns Iraq of
“serious consequences” if it fails to co-
operate, and declares that Iraq is still in
“material breach” of its obligations to
get rid of its nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical weapons programs.

The administration said it was work-
ing on a new version of its resolution,
but it wasn’t clear whether it would ad-
dress Russian, French and Chinese op-
position to language they believe could
trigger U.S. military action against
Baghdad.
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Bases take fire
KHOST, Afghanistan —

Rockets were fired at U.S.
Army bases in eastern Afghan-
istan early Friday, startling sol-
diers but causing no injuries.

Two 107 mm rockets explod-
ed at about 4 a.m. within 500
yards of Camp Salerno, a U.S.
base near the city of Khost. An-
other exploded 10 minutes
later near Chapman Airfield, a
few miles away, said Army
spokesman Sgt. Sam McLarty.

Troops found the launch site
between the two bases about a
half-mile south of Salerno.
They found a small, sealed
leather pouch, possibly an am-
ulet, and a sheet of paper with
some writing on it, McLarty
said. Translators were analyz-
ing the writing.

About 36 miles east of
Khost, in Gardez, three rock-
ets exploded just after mid-
night about a mile southwest
of a compound housing U.S.
special forces soldiers, U.S.
military spokesman Col.
Roger King said at Bagram
Air Base.

U.S. bases are attacked sev-
eral times a week. They rarely
hit their targets.

On Thursday, paratroopers
from the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion found three rockets point-
ing at the Americans’ forward
operating base in Khost, King
said.

Rebel officer arrested
MANILA, Philippines — A

ranking officer of the separat-
ist Moro Islamic Liberation
Front has been arrested in
the southern Philippines
while allegedly carrying a
bomb as he tried to pass
through a military check-
point, an army spokesman
said Friday.

Solaiman Esmail, also
known as Abu Hashim, was
arrested Monday in North Co-
tabato province’s Alamada
town, said Maj. Julieto Ando,
an army spokesman. He has
been charged with illegal pos-
session of explosives and
jailed in the provincial capital
of Kidapawan. The arrest
was not announced until Fri-
day.

Ando said Esmail had been
carrying a 60 mm mortar
round, a blasting cap, a tim-
ing device and a 9-volt bat-
tery.
From The Associated Press

FBI plays integral role in terror war

BY MICHAEL CASEY
The Associated Press

BALI, Indonesia — Indone-
sians who trained as Islamic
guerrillas in Libya and fought
in Afghanistan might have
committed the Oct. 12 Bali
nightclub bombings that
killed nearly 200 people, most-
ly foreign tourists, the chief in-
vestigator in the case said Fri-
day.

Meanwhile, the manhunt
for the bombers moved to the
neighboring island of Java
after police raided a house
and discovered a photograph
matching a composite sketch
of one of three suspects.

Relatives of one fugitive
had been questioned and offic-
ers were searching for him in
Malang, East Java, a province
separated from Bali to the
west by a narrow strait, a po-
lice spokesman Sad Harunan-
tyo told private radio El-Shin-
ta.

In Canberra on Friday, Aus-
tralian police added weight to
a possible Java connection

when they announced that the
main blast, which destroyed
the packed Sari Club, was by
explosive chlorate set off by a
“booster charge,” such as
TNT. More than 880 pounds of
chlorate were stolen on Java,
Indonesia’s main island, in
September, they said.

Police Maj. Gen. I Made
Pastika, who is leading the In-
donesian investigation, said
his team were now following
10 strong leads.

“This must have been com-
mitted by professionals who
had planned well and were
well organized. I think they
are Indonesians,” Pastika told
The Associated Press.

Indonesian Defense Minis-
ter Matori Abdul Jalil has ac-
cused the al-Qaida terror net-
work of involvement, while
neighboring Australia and
other countries have identi-
fied Jemaah Islamiyah, an al-
Qaida-linked organization, as
the likely culprit.

Australian police also said
Friday that the bombers had
demonstrated a “high degree

of expertise” and had aimed
to maximize casualties. The
majority of the dead and
wounded were Australian va-
cationers.

Indonesian police released
sketches of the trio this week
and said they had identified
one of them. Police said there
is no evidence yet that the
three had masterminded the
attack and it was possible they
might have been low-level op-
eratives.

U.S. Ambassador to Indone-
sia Ralph Boyce, in Bali to sur-
vey and lay a wreath at the
bomb site, said Friday that
Washington would provide as-
sistance for both the investiga-
tion and reconstruction ef-
forts.

About 120 Australian police
and intelligence officers are
working in Bali with detec-
tives from Indonesia, the Unit-
ed States, Britain, Japan and
other countries.

Boyce was scheduled on Fri-
day to hold talks with Bali’s
governor, Indonesian investi-
gators and blast victims at the
main hospital.

Bali investigators zero in
on Libya, Afghanistan links

The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — As the
fighting winds down in Afghan-
istan, the focus of the war
against terrorism is shifting
from the battlefield to a shad-
owy world where wiretaps, in-
formants, surveillance and fo-
rensic evidence have replaced
bombs and bullets.

With those changes, the FBI
is taking a leading role in the
war, bringing high-tech investi-
gative techniques to the
search for terrorists far from
America’s shores.

The work can be tedious:
sifting through the wreckage
of a car bomb in Karachi,
screening records of Middle
East students at Asian flight
schools, persuading local po-
lice to follow someone suspect-

ed of terrorist links or tracking
leads that don’t pan out.

FBI agents in Jordan have
also joined the hunt for the kill-
ers of American diplomat Lau-
rence Foley, who was gunned
down Monday in front of his
Amman home.

“Given the globalization of
crime and terrorism, there is
no way for the FBI to be effec-
tive without agents on the
ground outside the United
States,” said Alfred Finch, a
former FBI special agent who
was assigned in Egypt in the
1990s.

The effort has paid off in
some of the biggest coups of
the anti-terrorism conflict —
including the capture last
March of al-Qaida’s No. 3 offi-
cial, Abu Zubaydah, and the ar-
rest six months later of Ramzi

Binalshibh, one of the master-
minds of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Both were arrested in Paki-
stan during joint operations by
FBI and Pakistani security
agents.

FBI operations, most of
which take place in secret,
have not been entirely seam-
less. Local authorities some-
times grumble about tactics
and attitudes.

“Some rattle off orders and
get disappointed if nobody
moves,” said a Filipino police
official on condition of ano-
nymity.

Still, many local authorities
acknowledge that the FBI pro-
vides a level of technical exper-
tise that few countries can
match.

Some of the biggest payoffs
have come in the fight against
global terrorism.
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Killer wants testimony to aid teacher’s widow
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — A teenager who shot and

killed his teacher two years ago appeared in court Thursday
and refused to answer questions in a lawsuit the teacher’s
widow filed against the gun’s manufacturer.

His attorney, Robert Udell, said Nathaniel Brazill only want-
ed to testify if it would help the case of Pam Grunow, whose
husband, Barry, was killed in a hallway at Lake Worth Middle
School.

A somber Brazill, now 15 months into his 28-year prison sen-
tence, only shook his head “yes” and “no” to answer questions.

He nodded to invoke the Fifth Amendment, so nothing he
said could be used against him as he appeals his second-de-
gree murder conviction.

Jurors were secluded during his brief testimony and will in-
stead see parts of his criminal trial testimony on videotape
next week.

Grunow is suing the distributor for designing the gun with-
out a lock, but with a small size and cheap construction that
make it look like a toy.

Attorneys for gun distributor Valor Corp. maintain the fault
lies with Brazill, for pointing the gun at Barry Grunow and pull-
ing the trigger.

Statute of limitations sought on priest abuse
CHICAGO — A joint commission of U.S. bishops and senior

Vatican officials has decided to re-impose a 10-year statute of
limitations on the Roman Catholic Church’s internal disciplin-
ing of American priests accused of sexually abusing children,
Cardinal Francis George said Thursday.

The decision appears to be a retreat by the American bish-
ops from a key part of the zero tolerance policy adopted by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops four months ago in Dallas
in response to the nationwide scandal over priestly sexual
abuse. That policy called for the permanent removal from min-
istry of any Catholic clergyman who has ever sexually abused
a minor, no matter how long ago.

In addition, the joint commission tightened the definition of
sexual abuse in the Dallas policy and decided that accused
priests could not be permanently removed from ministerial du-
ties unless they are convicted by a church tribunal, George
said.

The revisions to the Dallas policy will be presented to the
full body of U.S. bishops at a Nov. 11-14 meeting in Washing-
ton. If accepted, the revised policy would be resubmitted to the
Vatican for final approval and would then become binding on
every diocese in the United States.

The joint commission was appointed last week to revise the
Dallas policy after the Vatican ruled that it contained “vague”
language and conflicted with the church’s “universal” laws.
Among those world-wide laws is a requirement that allega-
tions of sexual abuse by priests must be brought within 10
years of the victim’s 18th birthday.

Ruling on injured infant
ORANGE, Calif. — A judge Thursday ordered life support

measures other than nutrition and water discontinued for a
1-year-old boy who has been in a comalike state since he was
allegedly beaten by his father more than 10 months ago.

Judge Richard E. Behn stayed the ruling pending a possible
appeal by the father, Moises Ibarra, 24, who could face mur-
der charges if the boy dies. He has been jailed on felony child
abuse charges since allegedly beating his son Dec. 17.

Barring a successful appeal, Christopher would be removed
from the ventilator that is breathing for him. Doctors are divid-
ed about what would happen next: Some think the boy would
die almost immediately, while others think he would continue
breathing for some time.
From The Associated Press

BY MELINDA DESLATTE
The Associated Press

BATON ROUGE, La. —
Two sniper suspects are now
charged with a monthlong se-
ries of killings from the Gulf
Coast to the suburbs of the na-
tion’s capital.

Louisiana officials said
Thursday that ballistic tests
had linked John Allen Mu-
hammad, 41, and John Lee
Malvo, 17, to the Sept. 23 mur-
der of a beauty shop worker
— the second state to file mur-
der charges after re-examin-
ing a local shooting for possi-
ble links to the Washington-
area attacks.

Muhammad and Malvo
were also accused of an Ala-
bama murder two days be-
fore the Louisiana shooting.

The two suspects face mul-
tiple state and federal counts
in the Alabama and Louisiana
cases and in the sniper spree
that left 10 people dead and
three others wounded in
Maryland, Virginia and Wash-
ington, D.C. They are also sus-
pects in a February killing in
Washington state.

ABC News on Thursday
aired a tape of a telephone
call made to authorities dur-
ing the spree that it said was
believed to be from Malvo. In
the tape, the caller hangs up
after being told by a Rock-
ville, Md., police dispatcher
to call the task force investi-
gating the shootings.

“Good morning. Don’t say
anything, just listen,” the call-
er said. “We are the people
that are causing the killing in
your area. Look on the tarot
card. It says, ‘Call me God.’
Do not release the threat.”

“We have called you three
times before trying to set up
negotiations,” the caller con-
tinued. “We’ve gotten no re-
sponse. People have died.”

Neil Greenberger, spokes-
man for the city of Rockville,
said the tape sounds like the
call received by a police dis-
patcher Oct. 15. Greenberger
said police gave the tape to
the sniper task force, but he
did not know if investigators
were able to trace it.

In Baton Rouge, Police
Chief Pat Englade issued first-
degree murder warrants for
Muhammad and Malvo after

ballistics tests matched the
rifle used in the sniper shoot-
ings to the shooting of Hong
Im Ballenger, 45.

Ballenger died from a sin-
gle shot to the head as she left
the Beauty Depot. Witnesses
said the gunman was a young
black man who fled into a
nearby park and evaded
bloodhounds called in to
track him down.

According to the arrest war-
rant, police believe Muham-
mad shot the woman and
Malvo stole her purse.

Jim Ballenger, the victim’s
husband, said his wife was a
native of South Korea and the
two were married there when
he was in the military. The
couple moved to Baton Rouge
in 1996 with their three sons.

Earlier on Thursday, Ala-
bama authorities said the
same rifle used in Ballenger’s
killing, a .223-caliber Bush-
master, had been linked to
the shooting death of a liquor
store worker in Montgomery
on Sept. 21, two days before
the Louisiana slaying and 315
miles away.

The sniper suspects have
been in custody in Maryland
since they were captured at a
highway rest stop Oct. 24.

Citing Justice Department
officials, The Washington
Post reported Friday that in
the hours after his capture,
Muhammad denied he owned
the car he and Malvo were
found in or the Bushmaster
rifle inside it.

In Washington, Attorney
General John Ashcroft said
the investigation was continu-
ing into the possibility other
people may be involved or
that the suspects may have
committed more crimes.

In Alabama, officials said
ballistics evidence had linked
the rifle to Claudine Parker,
52, who was shot to death dur-
ing an attack that also wound-
ed her liquor store co-worker,
Kellie Adams, 24.

State forensics director
Taylor Noggle said the slug
taken from Parker’s body
matched bullets test-fired
from the Bushmaster.

Muhammad and Malvo
have been charged with capi-
tal murder in the crime.

First-degree murder car-
ries a possible death penalty
in Louisiana.

Sniper case grows again
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Faces ’n’ placesSinger hanging tough
A terminally ill Warren Zevon joked to

David Letterman that his diagnosis
“means you better get your dry cleaning
done on special.”

The singer, one of Letterman’s favor-
ite artists, made a poignant appearance
on CBS’ “Late Show” Wednesday, sing-
ing three songs.

Zevon, whose more than three-de-
cades long career began with “Wanted
Dead or Alive” in 1969, has been diag-
nosed with lung cancer.

Zevon said he had suffered from short-
ness of breath for several months and
only saw a doctor after he confided his
condition to his dentist.

“I might have made a tactical error in
not going to a physician for 20 years,”
the 55-year-old singer said.

Looking for a match
Deep-voiced soul singer Barry White

was resting at home while his search for
a kidney donor continued, his manager
said.

White, 58, had dialysis treatment in
September to stabilize his condition, a
complication from years of chronic high
blood pressure.

“I see him every day, and he’s doing
better every day,” manager Ned Shank-
man said Wednesday. “He’s a candidate
for transplant. We’re still looking for a
match.” Potential donors include
White’s own children, Shankman said.

White is known for romantic songs
such as “Can’t Get Enough of Your Love,
Babe” and “You’re the First, the Last,
My Everything.”

On the mend
Actor-director Kevin Costner is recu-

perating at his Los Angeles area home
after surgery last week to remove his ap-
pendix, a spokesman said.

The surgery was described as a com-
mon appendectomy and wasn’t serious.
“He is recovering at his home in Los An-
geles for two weeks. He has another
week at home,” publicist Paul Bloch
said Wednesday.

Beatle mania
George Martin, who produced most of

the Beatles’ music, will conduct a local
orchestra alongside famed Cuban com-
poser Leo Brower during his visit to the
Caribbean island this week.

Martin also will give a speech about
the Beatles’ music.
From The Associated Press

BY ANTHONY
BREZNICAN

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES

Ouch! The goofballs
of MTV’s insane
stunt show “Jack-
ass” have taken
their masochistic sh-

tick to the movies, complete
with skull injuries, embarrass-
ing nudity and pain — lots and
lots of pain.

For these guys, jumping out
of a tree wearing underwear at-
tached to bungee cords is
more than a way to get an eye-
ball-popping wedgie — it’s a
dismissal of anyone who ever
scolded someone to “Behave!”

Jackass-in-chief Johnny
Knoxville says the goal of his
kamikaze comedy is to make
people laugh, and he has no
message besides, “Don’t try
this at home.”

After inflaming critics with
the crude concept, Knoxville
quit the MTV show last year
after less than a year on the air
because he thought the joke
had run its course. “Jackass:
The Movie” is his encore — a
way to celebrate his contribu-
tion to the retreating bound-
aries of taste.

Knoxville, whose real name
is P.J. Clapp, started the “Jack-
ass” phenomenon while test-
ing safety equipment for a col-
umn in a skateboarding maga-
zine, and says it’s just an ex-

treme form of slapstick. Asked
why it caught on, he says he
doesn’t want to “suck all the
fun out of it by pontificating.”

“It’s always funny to see
somebody get broke,” he ex-
plains. “There’s nothing funni-
er than an untalented stunt-
man, in my opinion.”

Comic bits in “Jackass: The
Movie” range from lamebrain
silliness (running around
naked in public) to “Candid
Camera”-style pranks (renting
a car and demolishing it in a
crash-up derby) to injuries
(falling off a skateboard on con-
crete steps) and gross-out an-
tics (urinating on a snow
cone).

Other scenes include side-
kick Steve-O running through
a pit of crocodiles in his stan-
dard G-string outfit, Knoxville
on roller-skates with bottle
rockets on the sides, and a per-
former who defecates in a
plumbing store’s showroom toi-
let.

The film is rated R for “dan-
gerous, sometimes extremely
crude stunts, language and nu-
dity,” according to the Motion
Picture Association of Ameri-
ca.

The TV show — which still
airs in late-night reruns —
drew criticism that it encour-
aged dangerous behavior.
After Knoxville wore a fire-
proof suit and allowed himself
to be set ablaze and “roasted”
on a grill, a few imitators were

severely burned when they de-
fied the show’s disclaimers
and performed their own varia-
tions on the stunt.

A 15-year-old in New Hamp-
shire told investigators that he
was inspired by “Jackass” to
ignite lamp oil on a 12-year-
old friend, who suffered sec-
ond-degree burns over 30 per-
cent of his body.

Knoxville says he feels horri-
ble when he hears stories like
that.

“I just wish parents would
take a little more time to see
what their kids are watching
and see what their kids are
doing,” he says.

His 6-year-old daughter,
Madison, is forbidden from
watching all but the tamest
“Jackass” pranks, Knoxville
says.

“Jackass” co-creator and di-
rector Jeff Tremaine, who edit-
ed Knoxville’s skateboard col-
umns, said the TV show “just
stopped being fun, with all the
bad hype we were getting. Any-
thing bad that would happen,
we’d get the blame for it.”

After quitting, Knoxville
went on to act in the movies
“Men in Black II” and “Deuc-
es Wild.”

Recently, “Jackass” has
faced some legal trouble.

A woman sued MTV last
week claiming her knees and
spine were injured when
“Jackass” prankster Dave En-
gland crashed into a lectern

that knocked her to the floor
during an unused promotional
stunt in April. Wendy Linden
is suing for unspecified damag-
es. MTV declined to comment.

Steve-O — real name
Stephen Glover — was
charged in August with violat-
ing Louisiana obscenity laws
in a stage appearance in which
he stapled his scrotum to his
thigh. He was also charged
with second-degree battery for
taking part in a stunt in which
a bouncer knocked a 19-year-
old unconscious.

Glover, free on $1.12 million
bail, was unavailable for an in-
terview.

So what’s so appealing about
self-inflicted suffering? It may
be that the macho stunts on
“Jackass” strike a chord with
some viewers at a time when
cultural changes have diluted
traditional ideas of masculini-
ty, says David Savran, a the-
ater professor at The City Uni-
versity of New York and au-
thor of the 1998 book “Taking
It Like a Man: White Masculin-
ity, Masochism, and Contempo-
rary American Culture.”

“The humiliation proves
you’re a man, proves you’re
tough,” he says.

“What’s most interesting to
me, though, is that it’s all in
play, it’s a kind of big practical
joke,” Savran adds. “Plus, so
many people now are so hun-
gry after celebrity that they
will do almost anything to get
on TV.”

Johnny Knoxville takes ‘Jackass’ to the big screen
Page 6•STRIPES LITE• Friday, November 1, 2002



BASEBALL
NEW YORK — Jim Thome, the top hit-

ter on the free-agent market, met with
the Cleveland Indians, and two-time AL
MVP Frank Thomas exercised his right
to leave the Chicago White Sox.
Thomas was among 11 players who

filed for free agency, raising the total
to 130 among the approximately 180
who are eligible.
SAN FRANCISCO — Giants senior vice

president and general manager Brian
Sabean agreed in principle to a multi-
year contract to remain with San Fran-
cisco.
CHICAGO — The Chicago Cubs de-

clined their $8.5 million option on Fred
McGriff, making the first baseman eligi-
ble for free agency. He gets a $500,000
buyout.
ST. LOUIS — Andy Benes was mulling

his options after the St. Louis Cardinals
declined a $6 million option on his con-
tract. The team wants to sign Benes,
35, but at a lower salary.

GOLF
ATLANTA — Vijay Singh hit a 5-wood

within 8 inches of a hole-in-one on East
Lake’s tough finishing hole, giving him
a 5-under 65 and a share of the lead
with Steve Lowery after the Tour Cham-
pionship first round.

Tiger Woods had a 71, the first time
in 21 rounds he has failed to break par
dating to his 81 in the British Open
third round.
MADISON, Miss. — Brad Elder was 2

over after three holes at the Southern
Farm Bureau Classic but he finished
with nine birdies in a 7-under 65 that
gave him a one-stroke lead over eight
players after the opening round.
ROME — Ian Poulter shot a career-

best 11-under 61 and held a three-
stroke lead after the Italian Open first
round. Denmark’s Anders Hansen and
England’s Mile Tunnicliff both shot 64
on the Ogiata Golf Club course.

BASKETBALL
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NBA owners have

approved an agreement with Charlotte
for an expansion team that could begin
play in a new arena in 2004-05, The
Charlotte Observer reported.
INDIANAPOLIS — The Indiana Pacers

signed guard Ron Artest and forward
Jonathan Bender to contract exten-
sions, without which they would have
become restricted free agents after
this season.
ORLANDO, Fla. — Orlando Magic for-

ward Horace Grant could be out until

December because his left knee has
not healed from arthroscopic surgery
he had almost seven weeks ago.

AUTO RACING
FONTANA, Calif. — A week ago, Max

Papis was strolling through the Win-
ston Cup garage at Atlanta Motor
Speedway, checking out job possibili-
ties.
On Sunday, the 31-year-old Italian

driver will be at the wheel of the No. 51
Lola-Honda, sitting in for injured Adri-
an Fernandez, in the 500 presented by
Toyota at California Speedway.

HOCKEY
TORONTO — The winless Atlanta

Thrashers benched star winger Ilya
Kovalchuk because of poor defensive
play.
ST. PAUL, Minn. — The Minnesota

Wild traded left wing Sylvain Blouin to
the Montreal Canadiens for a seventh-
round draft pick in 2003.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
GREENVILLE, S.C. — South Carolina

State running back Derek Watson will
be reinstated to the team Friday after a
hearing was delayed to determine
whether his arrest on traffic violations
a month ago put him in contempt of
the sentence he received after he was
convicted on a simple possession of
marijuana charge in March.
HONOLULU — Fresno State Athletic

Director Scott Johnson apologised for
a fan throwing a screwdriver at the Ha-
waii bench last weekend.

TENNIS
MASPALOMAS, Canary Islands —

Spain beat Austria 3-2 and Slovakia de-
feated Italy 3-1 to reach the Fed Cup
final.
PARIS — Second-seeded Andre Agas-

si rallied to beat Australian Open cham-
pion Thomas Johansson 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6-3
to reach the Paris Masters quarterfi-
nals. Carlos Moya, Andy Roddick and
Lleyton Hewitt also won.

YACHTING
AUCKLAND, New Zealand — Oracle

edged series-leading Alinghi by four
seconds, then returned in the after-
noon to win an all-American duel with
Stars & Stripes in the America’s Cup
challenger series.

From The Associated Press

Sports in brief

NBA roundup

College picks

Kings 100,
Trail Blazers 72

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The depth of
the Sacramento Kings’ roster never
has been in much question. The size of
Portland Trail Blazers’ hearts probably
will be debated all season.
Peja Stojakovic scored 26 points, and

Bobby Jackson had 20 points and 10 re-
bounds as the Kings overcame the ab-
sence of three starters to beat Port-
land 100-72 Thursday night.
With just nine players in uniform, Sac-

ramento cruised to a shockingly easy
victory over the talented Blazers with
no help from Chris Webber, Mike Bibby
or Doug Christie — three starters from
last season’s Pacific Division champi-
onship team.
“They could have beat us tonight,

but we did our best with the people we
had,” said Hedo Turkoglu, who scored
16 points. “When those guys come
back, we’ll be much better. We’re just
playing and learning what we have to
do without them. We can’t wait for
them to come back.”

The Blazers beat the Lakers one
night earlier, and it wasn’t hard to
imagine them charging through Sacra-
mento the same way they defeated the
Shaq-less champions. Instead, Port-
land heard a number of ear-searing lec-
tures from coach Maurice Cheeks dur-
ing an indifferent defensive effort.

The Kings’ defense played a role as
well, as it did in holding Cleveland to 67
points in Tuesday’s opener.

“They made the same plays time and
time again for layups,” Cheeks said. “I
made adjustments, but we just made
the same bad plays time and time
again. . . . Our defense was atrocious.”

Vlade Divac had 13 points, seven re-
bounds and six assists as the Kings
demonstrated the depth of their roster
in what should have been a difficult
Western Conference matchup. Instead,
six of the Kings’ nine players in uni-
form had at least four field goals

apiece, and they led by 25 points in the
third quarter.
“We play so well together, it’s ridicu-

lous,” Jackson said.
“If three starters are out, we just fill

those gaps with guys we have on
hand.”
Webber was held out after he turned

up at the shootaround with strained
lower abdominal muscles. Christie fin-
ished his two-game suspension for a
preseason fight with Rick Fox, while
Webber sat in street clothes with
Bibby and Mateen Cleaves — both side-
lined by foot injuries.
Rasheed Wallace scored 24 points

for the Blazers, who never led and got
frustrated in the second half. Cheeks
lectured his players between the third
and fourth quarters — shortly after
Jackson drove the length of the court
past all five Blazers for an uncontested
layup in the final second.
The Kings expect to take Webber on

their four-game road trip, which be-
gins Saturday in Memphis, but there’s
no telling when he’ll play. Bibby is ex-
pected to be out until December, while
no return date has been set for
Cleaves.

Hawks 105, Jazz 98
ATLANTA — Glenn Robinson scored

30 points and Jason Terry added 21
points and 13 assists as Atlanta beat
Utah in its home opener.
Robinson, who came to Atlanta in an

offseason trade with Milwaukee, had
34 points, 10 rebounds and eight as-
sists in his Hawks debut Wednesday
night — a 104-95 loss at New Jersey.
Shareef Abdur-Rahim, who missed

the opener with a sore back, scored 10
of Atlanta’s points in a 15-6 run at the
start of the third period for a 65-52
lead.
Karl Malone led Utah with 20 points.

Terry’s 13 assists matched a career
high.

From The Associated Press

Sooners bracing for
Colorado RB Brown

Chris Brown is running over defenders again, and
that could mean trouble for No. 2 Oklahoma.
After a slow start, Brown leads the nation in rush-

ing with 1,303 yards, and he’s helped Colorado win
five straight and rise to No. 13 entering Saturday’s
game against the undefeated Sooners.
Oklahoma may be favored by 10 points, but the

Sooners haven’t beaten the Buffaloes since 1988,
going 0-8-1 in that span. Then again, the teams didn’t
play each other the past two years.
“I think it’s fair to assume that we’re a little bit dif-

ferent team right now,” Sooners fourth-year coach
Bob Stoops said.
Colorado (6-2, 4-0 Big 12) won the last meeting,

38-24 in 1999 — Stoops’ first season in Norman.
The 6-foot-3, 220-pound Brown has been the driving

force behind Colorado’s rise to the top of the Big 12
North, averaging nearly 200 yards a game during the
winning streak.
Ever since the Buffs went through a quarterback

change earlier this season — freshman Robert Hodge
for departed Craig Ochs — Brown has regained the
form that carried Colorado to the Big 12 title last sea-
son.
“We have great respect for their team, for what

they did last year and the way they’re playing right
now,” Stoops said. “We recognize it as another big
challenge.”The Sooners (7-0, 3-0), who lead the Big 12
South, counter with the nation’s second-ranked de-

fense, which allows 13.1 points and 252.2 yards a
game.
Oklahoma has a fair running back of its own in

Quentin Griffin, who averages 117.4 yards a game. In
the Sooners’ toughest game this season, Griffin came
through with 248 yards and two touchdowns in a
35-24 win over Texas.
... OKLAHOMA, 28-14.
The picks:
No. 1 Miami (minus 39) at Rutgers: Don’t watch. ...

MIAMI, 52-0.
Pittsburgh (plus 13) at No. 3 Virginia Tech: Pitt can

shackle Tech’s untouchables — Suggs & Jones. ...
PITTSBURGH, 24-21.
Boston College (plus 10) at No. 4 Notre Dame: Irish

haven’t forgotten ’93 loss to BC ... NOTRE DAME, 31-17.
No. 5 Georgia (minus 2) vs. Florida (at Jacksonville,

Fla.): ’Dawgs have rare chance to beat up on Gators.
... GEORGIA, 31-23.
No. 23 Minnesota (plus 12½) at No. 6 Ohio State: Go-

phers facing first Top 25 team this season. ... OHIO
STATE, 37-14.
No. 7 Texas (minus 4) at Nebraska: ’Horns Brown

only visiting coach since ’91 to win in Lincoln. ...
TEXAS, 31-21.
No. 16 Arizona State (plus 7½) at No. 8 Washington

State: Cougs save QB Gesser from ASU’s DE Suggs. ...
WASHINGTON STATE, 34-30.
Wisconsin (plus 9) at No. 9 Iowa: Hawkeyes tough

even without leading RB Russell. ... IOWA, 24-13.

Georgia Tech (plus 10) at No. 10 North Carolina
State: Wolfpack shooting for 10-0 record. ... NC STATE,
34-21.
Vanderbilt (plus 22) at No. 12 Alabama: ’Bama best

team in nation on probation. ... ALABAMA, 42-7.
No. 14 Kansas State (minus 31) at Kansas: Wildcats

make it 10th straight over Jayhawks. ... KANSAS
STATE, 45-7.
Michigan State (plus 15) at No. 15 Michigan: Spar-

tans won last year with a second left. ... MICHIGAN,
28-20.
No. 18 Florida State (minus 10½) at Wake Forest:

’Noles bench QB Rix, hope to stay in Top 25. ... FLORI-
DA STATE, 31-17.
Stanford (plus 13) at No. 19 Oregon: In ’01, Cardinal

ended Ducks’ home win streak at 23. ... OREGON,
35-20.
Illinois (plus 14) at No. 20 Penn State: Lions sched-

ule takes an easy turn. ... PENN STATE, 35-14.
No. 21 Bowling Green (minus 18) at Kent State: Fal-

cons have 10-game winning streak. ... BOWLING
GREEN, 47-17.
Missouri (plus 10) at No. 22 Iowa State: Cyclones

better not think this will be a breeze. ... IOWA STATE,
28-21.
No. 25 Tennessee (minus 1½) at South Carolina:

Gamecocks out to end nine-game slide vs. Vols. ...
SOUTH CAROLINA, 24-21.
Last week: 12-6 (straight); 6-11 (vs. points).
Season: 129-44 (straight); 85-77 (vs. points).

From The Associated Press
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NHL
Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
 W L T OL Pts GF GA
Philadelphia 7 1 2 0 16 40 21
Pittsburgh 6 2 2 0 14 35 30
New Jersey 6 2 0 0 12 19 13
N.Y. Rangers 4 6 2 0 10 28 41
N.Y. Islanders
 3 6 1 0 7 26 37

Northeast Division
Boston 6 2 2 0 14 34 27
Montreal 3 3 3 0 9 24 31
Buffalo 3 5 2 0 8 23 24
Toronto 3 6 2 0 8 35 34
Ottawa 3 4 1 0 7 16 18

Southeast Division
Tampa Bay 7 1 2 0 16 39 24
Carolina 5 4 1 1 12 26 28
Florida 4 5 1 1 10 26 37
Washington 4 5 1 0 9 21 29
Atlanta 0 8 1 1 2 27 42

Western Conference
Central Division

 W L T OL Pts GF GA
St. Louis 6 1 1 0 13 32 15
Detroit 6 3 1 0 13 37 25
Chicago 5 3 1 0 11 23 19
Columbus 3 5 1 0 7 24 27
Nashville 1 5 1 2 5 18 29

Northwest Division
Minnesota 8 1 2 0 18 38 22
Colorado 4 1 3 2 13 27 20
Calgary 3 3 2 2 10 27 30
Vancouver 3 4 4 0 10 27 30
Edmonton 2 4 2 1 7 22 27

Pacific Division
Dallas 6 2 2 1 15 35 25
Los Angeles 5 2 2 1 13 29 23
Phoenix 4 7 0 1 9 26 41
Anaheim 3 5 3 0 9 28 33
San Jose 3 6 0 1 7 25 35

Two points for a win, one point for a
tie and overtime loss.

Thursday’s games
Anaheim 4, Boston 1
Atlanta 3, Toronto 3, tie
Philadelphia 6, Phoenix 2
Minnesota 2, San Jose 1, OT
Chicago 2, Los Angeles 1, OT
Calgary 3, Buffalo 0
Colorado 5, Vancouver 1

NBA
Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Orlando 2 0 1.000 —
New Jersey 1 0 1.000 ½
Philadelphia 1 1 .500 1
Washington 1 1 .500 1
Miami 0 1 .000 1½
New York 0 1 .000 1½
Boston 0 2 .000 2

Central Division
Chicago 1 0 1.000 —
Detroit 1 0 1.000 —
Indiana 1 0 1.000 —
New Orleans 1 0 1.000 —
Toronto 1 0 1.000 —
Atlanta 1 1 .500 ½
Cleveland 1 1 .500 ½
Milwaukee 0 1 .000 1

Western Conference
Midwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Dallas 1 0 1.000 —
Minnesota 1 0 1.000 —
San Antonio 1 1 .500 ½
Denver 0 1 .000 1
Houston 0 1 .000 1
Memphis 0 1 .000 1
Utah 0 2 .000 1½

Pacific Division
Sacramento 2 0 1.000 —
Golden State 1 0 1.000 ½
Seattle 1 0 1.000 ½
Portland 1 1 .500 1
L.A. Clippers 0 1 .000 1½
Phoenix 0 1 .000 1½
L.A. Lakers 0 2 .000 2

Thursday’s games
Atlanta 105, Utah 98
Washington 114, Boston 69
Sacramento 100, Portland 72

Friday’s games
Indiana at New Jersey
Orlando at Minnesota
Memphis at Detroit
New York at Philadelphia
Toronto at San Antonio
New Orleans at Chicago
Houston at Denver
Cleveland at Phoenix
Seattle at Golden State
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers

From The Associated Press

NFL briefs

Blackhawks 2, Kings 1
CHICAGO — Rookie Tyler Arnason is

making a habit of providing late-game
heroics for the Chicago Blackhawks.

Arnason scored with less than a
minute to play for the second straight
game, beating Felix Potvin with 35 sec-
onds left in regulation to help Chicago
beat Los Angeles 2-1 in overtime Thurs-
day night.

Phil Housley scored 1:35 into the
extra period to give Chicago its third
victory in a row. Arnason scored the
winner with 6.2 seconds left Tuesday
night in a 3-2 victory over Columbus.
On Sunday, He scored the go-ahead
goal with 1:57 left in the second.

Arnason spoiled Potvin’s shutout bid
when he swatted in a loose puck from
a scrum in the crease. Chicago goalie
Jocelyn Thibault was on the bench for
a sixth attacker.

The Blackhawks hoped Arnason, a
23-year-old center, would perform well
this season. With four goals and four
assists, he’s exceeding expectations.

“To be picked liked that and be on
the ice late is an honor,” Arnason said.
“But I think the coach [Brian Sutter] is
just going with whoever is hot.”

Housley beat Potvin on a screened
shot from the top of the slot.

“I just knew we were going to get
something out of this game,” Housley
said. “We really came on in the third pe-
riod. And I can’t say enough about Kyle
Calder being in front and screening the
goalie.”

Jaroslav Modry scored a power-play
goal in the second period for the Kings.

Los Angeles, playing without injured
forwards Jason Allison and Adam Dead-
marsh, finished a five-game road trip
at 2-1-1-1.

“I didn’t worry once about Jason to-
night,” Kings coach Andy Murray said.
“I was too busy. We tried to win the
game.”

Avalanche 5, Canucks 1
VANCOUVER, British Columbia — Joe

Sakic scored twice as Colorado beat
Vancouver.

Dan Hinote, Adam Foote and Rob
Blake also scored for the Avalanche,
who won for just the second time in six
games, but have points in all but one
game. Patrick Roy stopped 23 shots.

Rookie defenseman Bryan Allen
scored for the Canucks, who only have
one victory in the past nine games and
seven games on home ice all season.

Mighty Ducks 4, Bruins 1
BOSTON — Paul Kariya scored three

goals and set up the other as Anaheim
beat Boston, halting the Bruins’ eight-
game unbeaten streak in front of their
smallest FleetCenter crowd ever.

The announced attendance was
9,491, the fewest on a non-snowstorm
night since Oct. 14, 1982. The Bruins
had two crowds under 8,000; one in
1987 and the other 1984. But both were
played on what the team called “bliz-
zard” days.

Anaheim posted just its third victory
in 11 games and spoiled Boston’s at-
tempt to equal its best start in club his-
tory. The Bruins captured 16 points
three times prior in their initial 10
games, the last coming in 1979.

Flyers 6, Coyotes 2
PHILADELPHIA — Michal Handzus

and Kim Johnsson scored 2:05 apart in
the second period, leading Philadel-
phia over Phoenix.

The Flyers are 7-1-2 under new coach
Ken Hitchcock, and extended their un-
beaten streak at home to five games
(4-0-1). Phoenix has lost four of five.

Eric Desjardins, Mark Recchi, Dennis
Seidenberg and Jeremy Roenick also
scored for Philadelphia. Branko Radi-
vojevic and Shane Doan had the Coy-
otes’ goals.

Leafs 3, Thrashers 3 (OT)
TORONTO — Backup goalie Pasi Nur-

minen made 32 saves as winless Atlan-
ta avoided its 10th straight loss by
tying Toronto.

Patrik Stefan scored the tying goal at
15:26 of the third period for Thrashers
(0-8-1-1), who are in the throes of a
19-game winless streak dating back to
March 23.

To shake things up, Atlanta coach
Curt Fraser benched star winger Ilya
Kovalchuk because of poor defensive
play and started Nurminen instead of a
struggling Milan Hnilicka.

Flames 3, Sabres 0
CALGARY, Alberta — Roman Turek

made 30 saves and Jarome Iginla had a
goal and an assist to lead Calgary over
Buffalo for its first home victory of the
season.

Toni Lydman also had a goal and an
assist as the Flames won for the first
time in six home games.

From The Associated Press

NHL

Vick fined $5,000 for sagging socks
FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. — Atlanta Falcons quarter-

back Michael Vick was fined $5,000 this week by the
NFL. His offense: wearing red socks in Sunday’s game
against the New Orleans Saints.

The league said Wednesday that the former Virgin-
ia Tech star violated its uniform dress code. Wide re-
ceiver Shawn Jefferson also was fined $5,000 — for
shoddy shoes.

Such fines are common, with violations ranging
from untucked jerseys to unlicensed apparel. Players
learn on Wednesdays from the NFL office in New
York, via courier.

Vick was fined because his white oversocks were
rolled down, exposing red undersocks from ankle to
knee. NFL guidelines say the exterior sock must be
white at least to the mid-lower leg.

Jefferson was guilty of wearing the wrong color
shoes. Teams must designate their color before the
season, and the Falcons chose white. Jefferson has
been wearing black shoes covered with white tape.

Cowboys Ellis to miss Detroit game
IRVING, Texas — Dallas Cowboys starting defensive

end Greg Ellis will miss the Detroit game because of a
concussion he suffered two weeks ago against Arizo-
na.

The Cowboys listed Ellis on their Web site injury re-
port as being out a week with post-concussion syn-
drome.

Ellis didn’t seek treatment after the Arizona game
and played against Seattle. He experienced head-
aches, dizziness, nausea and some memory blackout
in that game, according to The Dallas Morning News’
online edition Thursday night.

“I do feel better than I did yesterday, but I’m still ex-
periencing some of the headaches,” Ellis said.

The Cowboys have a bye Nov. 10, which will give
Ellis another week to recover.

Ellis leads the team with 5.5 sacks.

WR Jackson signs with Redskins
ASHBURN, Va. — Willie Jackson signed with the

Washington Redskins on Thursday, giving coach
Steve Spurrier another ex-University of Florida receiv-
er.

Jackson was waived by Atlanta on Monday after he
complained he wasn’t getting the ball enough. Jack-
son was the Falcons’ third-leading receiver, with 18
catches for 199 yards.

“We certainly try to get players we know some-
thing about,” Spurrier said.

Jackson arrived at Redskins Park at 1 p.m., signed
his contract and was on the field in time for the 2 p.m.
practice. Players greeted him with “New guy, new
guy” when they formed a huddle at the start of the
workout.

To make room for Jackson, the Redskins released
receiver Kevin Lockett. Lockett took a pay cut to stay
with the team this season and started two games,
but he had not played since a costly fumble at Green
Bay two weeks ago.

The Redskins were interested in Jackson during the
offseason when he was a free agent, but he signed a
three-year, $3.5 million contract with the Falcons. The
10-year veteran has also played with Dallas, Jackson-
ville, Cincinnati and New Orleans.

Jackson set career highs with 81 receptions and
1,046 yards last year with the Saints. He also made 28
catches on third downs, second-best in the NFC.
That’s a better season by far than any of the other
Redskins receivers have had.

Steelers’ Burress fined $5,000
PITTSBURGH — Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver

Plaxico Burress was fined $5,000 Thursday by the NFL
for an on-field tantrum caused when the Ravens’
James Trapp yanked off his helmet Sunday.

The fine was automatic because Burress was eject-
ed. Burress had caught two touchdown passes when
he was tossed late in the first half of the Steelers’
31-18 victory.

The fight started when Steelers receiver Antwaan
Randle El sent Ravens cornerback Trapp out of
bounds after Trapp intercepted Tommy Maddox’s
pass. Trapp got up angrily, and several players ex-
changed words. Trapp jumped on Burress and pulled
off his helmet, resulting in Trapp’s ejection.

Shortly after that, Burress ran to the defense of
Steelers receiver Hines Ward, who was surrounded
by several Ravens following an altercation with line-
backer Edgerton Hartwell.

Ward plans to give Burress a $2,500 gift to cover
half the fine.

NFL rules prohibit players from paying fines for
teammates.

QB Miller back for Bears
LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Jim Miller is ready to return as

the Chicago Bears’ starting quarterback.
Miller, who hasn’t started the past two weeks be-

cause of a sore shoulder and elbow, practiced for a
second straight day. He declined to comment Thurs-
day.

“Jimmy threw again and did fine, I think, and we’ll
see how he feels again tomorrow, but we anticipate
he’ll be the guy on Sunday,” coach Dick Jauron said.

Chris Chandler has been replacing him as the start-
er for Chicago, which has lost five straight games.

From The Associated Press
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